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Finding out key population characteristics for your area: 

Advice for CORC members

To find how your area compares to different parts of England on neighbourhood characteristics:
1. Go to www.statistics.gov.uk
2. Click ‘Neighbourhood’ (top of screen)

3. On the right hand side in the ‘NEIGHBOURHOOD SUMMARY’ box, (do not use the box ‘find statistics for an area’).  Type in the full postcode for the area you wish to obtain information about.  If you want to know about a particular local authority area, just enter any postcode from within that area.

4. Information will be produced that provides information on the ward for that postcode and for the Local Authority for that postcode, as well as how that area compares to average figures for England.  

5. Use the tabs along the top to look at the different information.

6. A tab you may find particularly useful is the ‘Thematic maps’.  This allows you to see the spread of a particular population characteristic e.g. deprivation, across your area. 
Some of the information you can find in the NEIGHBOURHOOD SUMMARY includes:

· Spread of Deprivation across your area
1. To see the spread of deprivation across your area and compared to national figures look under ‘Thematic Maps’.  The map which will come up has the heading:
‘2001 Density (number of people per hectare) (Rate, Persons, Apr 01)’
2. Click on the downward arrow to the right of this heading and scroll down the options to change this map to illustrate: 
‘Indices of Deprivation, rank of IMD score’
3. If you want the map to show the areas compared to national figures, then make sure that you select this option.  To do this, go to the three options on the right of the legend.  Click on the downward arrow next to 
‘Shade the map to show how areas’
select

‘Compare to the national picture’  
· Percentage of different age groups in the local population compared to national averages
Under ‘People and Society’

· Ethnicity percentages in the local population compared to national averages

Under ‘People and Society’

· Teenage conception in the local population compared to national averages
Under ‘Health and Care’

· Percentage of pupils in the local population achieving expected national curriculum targets at key stage 2 and 3
Under ‘Students, education, skills and training

· Percentage of households in the local population with lone parents and dependent children compared to national averages.
Under ‘Housing and Households’

To find your nearest statistical neighbours:

You can also find on this website your ‘nearest statistical neighbour’ according to local authority and health area.  This tries to show which areas in the UK are most similar to your area in terms of 42 dimensions (including age structure, household characteristics, occupations, unemployment and ethnicity).

1. Go to     

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/methodology_by_theme/area_classification/la/corresponding_las.asp 

2. Click ‘View Spreadsheet’ 

In column B of the spreadsheet find your local authority.  You can then see the local authorities across the UK rated as most similar to yours.
If you have any problems or queries with any of this the National Statistics helpline are happy to help

0845 6013034 or by email info@statistics.gov.uk
_1231332129.bin

